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This 2,648 sq. ft. Sivage 
home is in the Mariposa 
subdivision on the north side 
of Rio Rancho.  It features 
an open kitchen and living 
space perfect for entertaining.  
Cherry cabinets, granite 
counters, and upscale tile 
treatments reflect the quality 
Sivage Homes puts into their 

construction.  The home has 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths, and 
is priced in the low $400s.
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Membership	Statistics
Jan

Total 2060

Central	New	Mexico			
	
Eastern	NM

South	Eastern	NMHBA

Lincoln	County	

Las	Cruces	

Southwestern	NMHBA

San	Juan	County

Santa	Fe	Area

Otero	County

683

95

89

120

315

50

159

451

111

2016 NMHBA 
Meeting Calendar

May
6 Executive Officers Forum – Builders Trust,  
 Sponsor @ AOC
30 Memorial Day – NMHBA & BT Offices  
 Closed

June
3 Sr. Officers/Executive Committee @ AOC
3 Nominating Committee @ AOC

July
4 Independence Day – NMHBA & BT Offices  
 Closed
28 Nominating Committee @ AOC
29 Sr. Officers/Executive Committee @ AOC
29 Government Affairs Committee @ AOC
29 Building Issues Committee @ AOC
30 NMHBA Board Meeting @ Hotel   
 Albuquerque

Feb

2073

670

95

91

119

311

50

159

453

112

HUB International is a leading insurance and surety broker for 
the construction industry. We are known for our market-
specific expertise, comprehensive programs, exceptional 
service and cost-effective pricing. HUB International has 
extensive resources, regional specialists, risk management 
professionals and personal insurance advisors who are expert 
in addressing the needs of businesses and business owners. 

At your service across New Mexico.

ALBUQUERQUE

Daren Lewis    505-828-4162

CARLSBAD

David Long    575-361-0204

LAS CRUCES

Fred Trafton    575-524-8686

LAS VEGAS

PJ Wolff    505-690-7707

SANTA FE

Emily Mascarenas    505-660-1439

Does your insurance program have 
structural problems?

Put the proper framework in place 
with HUB.
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Home Builders Care About Their Community
What does it mean to our industry to be part of our communities?  It means a lot!  The 
Las Cruces Home Builders Association recently contributed $81,000 to 15 non-profit 
organizations in our community of Las Cruces!  Last year we contributed $64,000.

How did we do that?  By doing what we do best -- building a home.  The Association 
celebrated its 55th Anniversary in 2014 by building a home with a goal of raising $55,000.  
We exceeded the goal and raised $64,000.  Our member, Hakes Brothers, built the home and 
asked suppliers, subcontractors and the developer of the subdivision where the home was built 
to contribute to the home.  And they stepped up to the plate big time!

In 2015, Veloz Homes agreed to build a home, and LCHBA members again donated at an even 
greater pace, resulting in $81,000 of donations of materials and labor.  Non-profits in the community were asked to submit 
an application for consideration to receive proceeds.  There were close to $300,000 in requests.  The Community Service 
Committee of the LCHBA combed through the applications and made their selections.

Recipients included: MADD, Showers of Grace, 
Boys & Girls Club, Tuttie Bambini, Jardin de los 
Niños, Gospel Rescue Mission, Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters, C.A.R.E., CareNet of Las Cruces, Habitat 
for Humanity, La Pinon Sexual Assault Recovery 
Services, Las Cruces Fraternal Order of Police, 
Mesilla Valley CASA, Turning Point Pregnancy 
Care Center, NMSU Aggie Builder Scholarship and 
Mesilla Valley Community of Hope.

We are on track to do it again!  Member Arista 
Development, current LCHBA president Mike 
Fraembs, and his company, will be building 
Anniversary House 2016.

The presentation to these groups was held at a festive celebration with over 200 LCHBA members, community leaders, 
and of course, the recipients in attendance.

The effects of this type of association activity go 
way beyond the one night.  With the help of our 
presenting sponsor, the Las Cruces Sun News, and 
sponsorship from the Las Cruces Bulletin, we are 
able to let people know through media coverage 
what kind of people make up the Las Cruces 
Home Builders Association.  We are deeply 
committed to making our community a great place 
to live.  LCHBA Cares.  The publicity is 
warranted.  The news is good news.  There is no 
sugar coating this type of news.  It is real and it is 
genuine.  All of which we can use, given the 
amount of negative news we are subjected to on a 
regular basis!

Pat Bellestri-Martinez

continued on page 5
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Yipeeeee.  It’s campaign season again!
What?  You’re not getting excited?  Was that a groan?  Ok, I understand some of us are feeling 
overly exposed to politics and campaign rhetoric already.  As usual for this point in the national 
election cycle the Presidential campaign overwhelms every form of media, and the state and 
local races get little attention.  But for NMHBA some of the most important elections are just 
now getting started.  These are very important to us because we at NMHBA do our lobbying 
work on your behalf mostly at the state capitol in Santa Fe, revolving around the annual 
legislative Session.  State and local political decisions directly impact our industry and your 
business.

We not only lobby the legislators, we get involved in their campaigns 
for election.  NMHBA Political Action Fund, and our work comp 
affiliate, Builders Trust, will both be involved in campaign 
contributions to many of the people running in state level elections.  
This activity has a very long tradition at NMHBA, dating back to the 
first state association E.O., “Peg” Parsons.  When I was hired by Peg 
to work at the association back in the mid-1970s one of my duties was 
running the big old printing press Peg kept in the back room at the 
office (I had learned to run a similar printing press while in the Navy.)  
During campaign season I was kept busy printing piles of campaign 
flyers, letters, and envelopes which Peg delivered around the state in 
his efforts to get certain people elected to state offices.  We don’t have 
that printing press at NMHBA anymore, but we still get involved in 
elections!

Occasionally I get questioned on why we get involved, and who 
actually makes the decisions about which candidate will get support 
from us.  Because things are just getting warmed up with our political 
giving this season, it seems like a good time to give you information 
on those legitimate questions.

Why do we give our (always limited) resources to 
candidates at all?  Campaign contributions show candidates that our 
interests are aligned with theirs, and we are willing to put our money 
where our mouth is.  That is what cements relationships.  And strong 
relationships between legislators and supporters with aligned goals 
encourages trust, critical information exchange, and a willingness to 
push on in spite of the inevitable resistance and suffering that occurs 

at the Legislature.  Which is what it takes to get a bill passed.

Isn’t it about candidates needing money to pay their bills?   It does take money, and sometimes lots of it, for a 
candidate to buy signs, conduct polls, and travel around promoting themselves.  For the incumbent legislators with whom 
we already have a productive relationship helping them pay the bills they will incur by running is clearly important.  But 
it is much more than that, especially from the donor’s point of view.  When we donate money it is to support our friends 

Jack C. Milarch, Jr.

continued on page 5

Jack and the association’s Multilith 1250LW Press.

The Upcoming Elections
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Upcoming Elections continued from page 4
who have helped us.  For new candidates it is a way for us to begin building the critical relationship we will need to work 
productively with that person after the election.

Can’t we build good relationships without giving money?  Of course we can, and we often do.  However, 
money is an effective substitute for time and talent, and nearly all candidates are happy to accept donations of money to help 
them buy the time and talent they need to get elected.  Donating one’s time and talent is a great way to build relationships, and I 
strongly encourage each of you to personally and actively support the candidates you know and trust.  But a person’s (or group’s) 
actual time and talent are a limited resource.  That’s the problem.  For this election there are 112 legislators running for office, plus 
judges, and some PRC offices, and quite a few more on top of that.  Nobody can give meaningful personal time and talent to more 
than a few candidates, so donating money is an effective way to participate in more than just a few races.

How does NMHBA raise money for this purpose?  NMHBA has an affiliated organization, named New Mexico 
Home Builders Association Political Action Fund (also known as the PAF).  PAF is also a non-profit organization and raises 
money by way of the “dues check-off” request that is included with your annual dues statement.  We ask that each member donate 
$20 toward our PAF each time they renew their dues.  That money accumulates into about $11,000 each year and allows NMHBA 
PAF to be a small to mid-level force in each election cycle.  A typical PAF contribution to a legislative candidate is around 
$250 per election.  The PAF Board of Directors listens to presentations from Randy Traynor, our lobbyist, and me about which 
campaigns we propose donating to and they vote on these proposals.  This year’s PAF Trustees are Mike Buchter, Chairman, and 
Randy Crowder, Lee Rawson, Jack Milarch, and Ray Gee.

Please support our PAF through at least the small annual donation request added into your membership renewal.  Over the years 
NMHBA has accomplished many things at the Legislature which directly impact your business's well-being.  This includes gross 
receipts tax “pyramiding” changes, energy efficiency tax credits, workers’ compensation reforms, and many more.  Your volunteer 
leaders and staff at NMHBA work to be sure our efforts, and the efforts of PAF, result in positive changes for your business.

I invite all the other associations in the state to give us 
stories about what your association is doing in your 
community.  We’d be glad to share the good news!

I am proud to be part of an association that wants to 
help out people in a way that makes a difference in our 
town.  We contribute to the health of our communities 
through job creation, economic stimulus, and service on 
the boards of many organizations.  We are people who 
care about people.  Home Builders and our Associates 
are great people to be involved with in our town.  We let 
people know what we are all about and ask them to join 
us as a member.

I encourage you to do the same.

Here’s to our Home Builder Associations across the state!  
We know what it means to be a vital part of our towns 
and cities!

HBA Care About Their Community continued from page 3



6	 NMHBA	Housing	Journal/April	2016

Transform Your Kitchen With 
Genuine Granite Countertops

... In ONLY ONE WEEK!

Natural Stone, Granite, Wood and Quartz Surfaces
from Albuquerque’s Premier Fabricator.

One Week Turn Around  |  Lifetime Warranty  |  Locally Owned Since 1963

Ask about our Builder’s Collection  
Starting at $39 / sq ft !

4741 Pan American Frwy NE, Albuquerque
505.345.8518 |  www.RMStone.com  |   

Calacatta Gold Marble
By Rocky Mountain Stone
Photo by Robert Reck

Calacatta Gold Marble
By Rocky Mountain Stone
Photo by Robert Reck

A temporary stay of enforcement by the Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration (OSHA) on the Confined Spaces in Construction Standard ended 
March 7th.  The rule became effective Aug. 3, 2015.

The confined space standard applies to workers who enter spaces that are not 
designed for continuous occupancy and are difficult to exit in the event of an 
emergency, such as manholes and crawl spaces.

In general, the rule requires employers to: 
• Evaluate the jobsite to identify confined spaces.
• Develop a written program and permitting system for permit-required confined spaces.
• Control physical hazards and conduct monitoring for atmospheric hazards in confined spaces that are permit  
 required.
• Provide training for confined space entrants, attendants, supervisors and emergency duties.

Builders who hire trade contractors (i.e., subcontractors) to do work in a confined space may have additional 
responsibilities under the new standard.

Home builders in federal OSHA jurisdictions such as New Mexico should continue to work toward compliance. NAHB 
has an overview about the confined spaces rule on their website plus additional resources to offer some guidance that may 
be helpful.  In addition, NAHB continues to negotiate with OSHA to clarify the rule’s application to residential home 
building.

For specific questions and concerns about the rule or compliance, NAHB members should contact Rob Matuga, assistant 
vice president of NAHB Labor, Safety & Health, at 202-266-8507.

Confined Spaces Regulation Now In Effect
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Farewell to Coda 
Roberson
NMHBA’s Founding President Dies at 97

Coda Clyde Roberson died 
in Albuquerque on Friday, 
March 18, 2016, after almost 
98 years on this earth.  He 
was born in Vicksburg, MS 
on April 7, 1918, and as 
a child of the Depression, 
overcame a rough start.

Coda became a prominent 
homebuilder who built 
thousands of homes in 
New Mexico from the early 

1950s, through the early 1980s.  For instance, many of the 
homes built near the intersection of Eubank and Comanche 
in Albuquerque’s Northeast Heights were built by 
Roberson Homes in the mid 1950s.  In 1959 Coda became 
the first president of the New Mexico Home Builders 
Association.

Coda always worked hard, as his father died when he was 
nine years old.  After graduation from high school, he 
joined the Army Air Corp before World War II.  He, along 
with many other New Mexican's (including NMHBA Past 
President Overmier), was captured in the Philippines. 
Roberson survived the horrible Bataan Death March.  He 
was one of many prisoners then moved to Japan as slave 
labor, where he worked 12 hours a day, seven days a week 
for three and a half years until the war's end.

He survived his capture, although with life-long pain as a 
result of physical abuse. He returned to Albuquerque where 
he married Dorothy Galassini, and had three sons.

Coda married his second wife, Reba, some 40 years ago, 
and the blended family resulted in his being survived by 
seven children, 14 grandchildren, 23 great-grandchildren 
and six great-great-grandchildren.

According to another long-ago NMHBA Past President, 
Eddie Binns, "Coda was always willing to share 
information and ideas with other builders around the 
state.  I put him in the class of Dale Bellamah, as Coda 
was always forward thinking, looking to the future, and 
for ways and methods to improve the politics affecting the 
building industry in New Mexico as well as the U.S."
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continued on page 9

2016 Best of IBS Awards 
Congratulations to the winners of the 2016 Best of IBS Awards! Close to 300 entries in nine categories were received in 
the 2016 Best of IBS Awards.  27 industry and media judges considered the following criteria in order to select the 2016 
finalists and winners:

• Innovative – The product is either new (this type of product has never been offered) or has been significantly  
 changed and would be deemed a game-changer in its product class.
• Functionality – The product will be well-used by the builder in/for their business or the consumer in their daily  
 lives.
• Good Design – The product has clean lines and is intelligently attractive for its purpose.
• Builder/Consumer Friendly – The product will help the builder solve a specific issue, help them add to their  bottom  
 line and/or helps solve a specific problem for the consumer/will be a product that a consumer is excited about  
 having in their home.

Check out the 2016 winners below!
Best in Show:
Red Horse USA, Inc. – WINBAG
Judges' comments:
• A tested product; means a lot to the building community.
• An innovative product that is useful to a one-man operation, all the way up to   
 the largest volume builder.
• Tradesmen and craftsmen-friendly; put it in the hands of a craftsman and it cuts down on  

    time/labor and promotes a safer way of working.

Best Bath Product:
Armstrong Flooring  – Alterna Engineered Stone
Judges' comments:
• Realistic designs; allows for a creative install.
• Nice product that is easy to install.
• Product was beautiful in person; even though it is man-made it did not    

  have a "pixelated" quality like most faux stone flooring

Best Energy Efficient Product:  Huber Engineered Woods  – ZIP System Sheathing and 
Tape
Judges' comments:
• The ZIP System is healthy, breathable, energy-efficient and helps reduce labor costs  

  by 40%. This product helps reduce moisture and prevent leaks. This product is a home  
  run.

• Amazing product from process through application. Focus is on quicker installation and  
  less chance for error on installer’s part because of built-in details. Uses 100% of trees, from  
    bark to trunk. Water tight, yet breathable. It's cutting-edge and innovative.

Best Green Building Product:
Rainwater Management Solutions – Wisy WFF 150 Vortex Filter
Judges' comments:
• This solves a VERY significant real-world problem, water scarcity, in a very doable, easy  

  to maintain and affordable way. Manufactured from easy to source raw materials.
• Four step rainwater harvesting system; unique to this category in its ability to filter small  

  particulate matter.
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continued from page 8
Best Home Technology Product:  FreshBrix  – FreshBrix
Judges' comments:
• Interesting take on builder/client follow up and punch list.
• Allows for a digital home record that the builder, subcontractor and home buyer all have  
 access to, from the start of a home. Extremely helpful to the builder, but even more helpful to  
 the buyer, because literally all of the home’s important records are in one place.
 

Best of Indoor Living Product:    Halo Smart Labs  – Halo and Halo+
Judges' comments:
• This is the best of this category because it could have a broader effect on homes because of the  
 added functionality it brings to a staple in every home.
• Necessary safety appliance.
• Great concept for weather-related issues.

Best Kitchen Product (Tie):  Marxent  – Lowe's Holoroom
Judges' comments:
• Very cool; very innovative.
• What a fabulous way for custom builders to help their customers. This will be an asset for  
 builders and designers everywhere once it gets into all Lowe’s stores. “Building” the kitchen is  
 complicated for the untrained.

Best Kitchen Product (Tie):   Thermador – Culinary Preservation Centers
Judges' comments:
• Love the flexibility of this product.
• I love this fridge-building idea. Budget and need can both decide how units you buy and the  
 ability to build collectively or separate is amazing.

Best of Outdoor Living Product:  Knotwood – Aluminum Batten System
Judges' comments:
• Creative and VERY useful product, versus the many problems with wood battens. Looks  
 good, easy to install and wide color palette. Terrific.
• The product is innovative, lightweight, but strong; low maintenance and installation is easy.
• An aluminum product that looks just like real wood after a shower; glossy and clean. But  

    more than looks, the innovation here is the system of interlocking pieces that makes the  
    screening or interior siding easy to install.

Best Window & Door Product:   Endura Products  – Next-Generation Z-Articulating Cap Sill
Judges' comments:
• This sill design addresses chronic problems associated with entry doors and sill failure  
 damage. This could save contractors significant money by reducing call-backs and customer  
 complaints.
• Best new product designed to resolve many door sill problems. For both new and existing  

    problems, very affordable and innovative.

Most Innovative Building Product:  Red Horse USA, Inc. – WINBAG
Judges' comments:
• A tested product; means a lot to the building community.
• An innovative product that is useful to a one-man operation, all the way up to the largest  
 volume builder.
• Tradesmen and craftsmen-friendly; put it in the hands of a craftsman and it cuts down on time/ 
 labor and promotes a safer way of working.
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HOLISTIC ENERGY RATING SPECIALISTS 
WANTS YOU TO KNOW:
RESNET HERS RATERS & THE AppRAiSAl iNSTiTuTE

Have entered into an agreement to Produce 

THE GREEN & ENERGY EffICIENT AddENdUm 
as a home energy rating report for more accurate appraisal values.

“GET YOUR GREEN fOR YOUR GREEN!”

WWW.HOLISTICRATING.COm    Locally Owned & Operated Since 2007 • Member of the “Buy Local” Coalition.

New for aPPraisers resideNtial greeN ValUatioN tools
oUr emPloyees are Home eNergy raters 

accredited by resNet & eNergy star
New tools for Hers rater to aUto-PoPUlate greeN addeNdUm

stUdies sHow greeN eNergy efficieNt Homes caN add UP to 
6% iN accUrate aPPraisal ValUatioNs

CALL TOdAY (505) 235.0217

When Governor Martinez took office in January 2011, one of the first actions she took was to order all departments of 
state government to review their rules and regulations to see where they could eliminate some unnecessary burdens 
on businesses in the state.  Early this year the New Mexico Construction Industries Commission approved a rule that 
would do just that – eliminate some license classifications that had no building codes that cover life-safety issues while 
performing these tasks.  On April 1, 2016 the new rule became effective.

Jack Milarch and Randy Traynor met with representatives of the NM Tax and Revenue Division (TRD) in late March 
to discuss if there will be any changes in the type of Non-Taxable-Transaction-Certificates (NTTCs) utilized by these 
sub-contractors.  Since NM tax law doesn’t require a company to hold a contractor’s license in order to be classified as 
a “construction business,” there should be no change in the NTTC form.  But NMHBA has asked TRD to check this out 
before one of these companies gets challenged.

A reading of the requirements for Workers’ Compensation insurance leads to the conclusion that companies who 
previously held a contractor’s license will not need to obtain work comp insurance until they have three employees, 
instead of the requirement for work comp upon hiring the first employee.  This issue will need clarification from the 
Workers’ Compensation Administration, as this is the first time in history that companies have been removed from the 
requirement of holding a contractor’s license.

Licensing Not Required
State Eliminates Some License Classifications

• GS-3 Tile, marble and terrazzo
• GS-6 Door installation
• GS-10 Fencing
• GS-11 Fixtures, cabinets and millwork
• GS-12 Floor covering, seamless floors and wood floors and finish

• GS-17 Ornamental iron and welding
• GS-18 Painting and decorating
• GS-22 Sandblasting
• GS-26 Vaults and depositories
• GS-28 Gunite
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NMHBA Nominating Committee Begins Search for 
Secretary Treasurer, Associate Vice President
Are you interested in “climbing the ladder” toward becoming President of New Mexico Home Builders Association?  Or 
perhaps you’re interested in more involvement on the Associate members’ side?  The NMHBA Nominating Committee 
is charged with selecting a slate of candidates to serve as the elected Officers of the Association, and they will begin 
scheduling interviews for the positions of Secretary Treasurer and Associate Vice President.

Secretary-Treasurer
The candidate elected to the position of Secretary Treasurer will stand for election to the position of First VP/President 
Elect the second year, and for election as NMHBA President the third year.

Qualifications:
1. The Candidate shall be and shall remain during the term of office a Builder member as defined by NMHBA   
 Bylaws.
2. The Candidate shall have served prior to election as President of NMHBA:
  a. President of a local association, or
  b. Chairman of a committee of NMHBA; or
  c. A member of the NMHBA Executive Committee; or
  d. Served for two (2) years as an NMHBA Director, and
  e. Shall have been found by the Nominating Committee, in its opinion, to have demonstrated leadership  
   ability in such service.

Duties:
The Secretary Treasurer shall be responsible for overseeing the keeping of a written record of all official proceedings of 
the Association and its Board of Directors.  These will be part of the official records of the Association.  The Secretary 
Treasurer shall have general charge of the financial affairs and shall render a periodic statement to the Board of Directors 
at required times.  The Secretary Treasurer shall serve on the Executive and Finance committees.

Associate Vice President
Qualifications:

1. The Candidate shall be and shall remain during the term of office an Associate member as defined by NMHBA  
 Bylaws.
2. The Candidate shall have served prior to election as Associate Vice President of NMHBA:
  a.    As an Associate Member in good standing of a local association for 
   five (5) consecutive years, and two of the following:
  b. On the Board of Directors of a local association for at least one year; or
  c.   Not less than two full years as a member of an NMHBA committee; or
  d.   As a member of the Executive Committee of NMHBA, or
  e.   As a State Director for two (2) years.
3. The Candidate must also have been found by the Nominating Committee, in its opinion, to have demonstrated   
 leadership ability in such service.

Duties:
The Associate Vice President shall represent the Associate Members’ interests and shall serve on the Executive Committee.

If you’ve got the “right stuff” and want to become involved in decision-making about legislative and regulatory issues af-
fecting business across the state, we want to hear from you!  Please mail your letter of interest by May 10th to NMHBA at 
5931 Office Blvd NE, Ste #1, Albuquerque, NM 87109 or fax it to 505-344-3103.



12	 NMHBA	Housing	Journal/April	2016

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION
THE MOST ENERGY EFFICIENT AND VERSATILE INSULATION

THERMAL • ACousTiCAL • sTRuCTuRAL • inTERioR/ExTERioR AppLiCATions

“You Say It .  We’l l  Spray It .”

www.GarrityInsulation.com

Member  o f  the  “Buy  Lo ca l ”  Coa l i t i on

Locally Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years!
Fiberglass & Spray Foam Insulation for any application

NMHBA is looking for high-quality photos of your work 
to feature on upcoming Housing Journal covers.

If you have a home or remodeled project that’s worthy 
of notice, we want to help you show it off!  Along with 
exterior and interior room shots, we’ll also accept photos 
of special features such as tile work, swimming pools, 
fireplaces, porches, etc.

Specifications:
- Vertical shot 8x10 or proportional
- Actual photo or on a CD (300 dpi, jpg or tif at final 

size)
- If the photo was professionally done, please obtain 

permission from the photographer.

You may deliver your photo(s) to our office anytime 
during business hours.  NMHBA will determine whether 
or not the photo will be used.  All photos will be returned 
to you.  Please contact Melanie Lawton at 505-344-7072 
with any questions.

Feature Your Work on a 
Housing Journal Cover
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The appliance dealer
contractors 

count on.

ABQ:  308 Menaul NE  .  505.889.3001  .  info@builderssource.com  .  builderssource.com

Where beautiful kitchens begin!
ALBUQUERQUE  .   SANTA FE  .   LAS CRUCES  .   EL PASO

You’ll LOVE what you see!
20+ dramatic kitchen settings to inspire, 
surprise & amaze you!

Whether you’re building or remodeling, you’ll fi nd nothing compares 
to our amazing showrooms.  All the newest name brand appliances 
for your kitchen, bar, laundry and patio are beautifully displayed, 
inviting you to touch, open and experience every feature and nuance 
fi rst hand.  Plus, your experience only gets better when you add in our 
professional delivery, installation and service.

Check us out.  Discover your choices.
You’ll never go anywhere else!
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