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The project featured this 
month was a remodel/
room addition in Placitas 
designed by Arch Design, and 
constructed by Remodelinc.  
The chimney seen in the 
center was originally outside 
of the home.  The header is a 
giant beam spanning around 
22’ of exterior wall taken 
out to expand the clients’ 
kitchen and dining area, 
and the laundry area was 

remodeled.  Everything to the left of that header is new.  The 
surfaces of the fireplace and the top of the adobe wall had 
Variance applied over the existing structure.  New tile floors 
throughout this level tied it all together.
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Membership	Statistics
May

Total 2071

Central	New	Mexico			
	
Eastern	NM

South	Eastern	NMHBA

Lincoln	County	

Las	Cruces	

Southwestern	NMHBA

San	Juan	County

Santa	Fe	Area

Otero	County

704

90

96

112

327

51

136

440

115

2017 NMHBA Meeting Calendar

August

31 Board Meeting via Zoom @ NMHBA Office –  
 Budget Prep (2 hrs)

September

14 Finance Committee Meeting @ NMHBA   
 Office
14 Nominating Committee Meeting @ NMHBA  
 Office (Awards)
15 Building Issues Committee Meeting @   
 NMHBA Office
15 Government Affairs Committee Meeting @  
 NMHBA Office
15 Board Meeting @ NMHBA Office

June

2083

704

90

96

111

330

54

140

443

115

Over 
300 
Talavera 
Tile patterns 
in stock, many 
with matching 
sinks and door 
pulls, tile house 
numbers and frames,
Equipales furniture, 
stunning tile murals, 
fountains, benches, home
decor & more!

621 Rio Grande Blvd. NW / Albuquerque, NM 87104
505.243.2413 • www.casatalavera.com

Saltillo
FLOOR TILE TOO!

NEW
Lower 
Prices!

Beautiful
Mexican Tile!

& LIGHT FIXTURES
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Making the Most of Opportunities
Remembering Two of Our Own.

 

CID Proposes Changes to Licensing Law
Coming up in the next legislative session is a bill to restructure the Construction Industries 
Licensing Act (CILA).  Construction Industries Division Director Pat McMurray is making the 
circuit trying to drum up support for this bill.  We have looked over the bill and see some items 

of concern.  We also see opportunities to make things better for our industry.  “We” means Steve Hale, Jack Milarch, Randy 
Traynor (our lobbyist) and Rick Davis (the Construction Industries Commissioner for our industry and Past President of 
NMHBA).  We had a good meeting recently with Pat McMurray and his attorney, and I think we have a good start to creating 
a revised licensing act to work better for industry.

Economic Development, “come on down!”
I am happy to see that our importance to economic development and to our economy is getting attention from Construction 
Industries Commission.  (See Jack Milarch’s article in this magazine for more info).  Construction is a large part of New 
Mexico’s economic picture, and it seems to me that the success of our industry should be more on the minds of government 
officials, from the top on down.  If nothing else we pay amazing amounts of Gross Receipts Tax!  Our officials should be 
looking for ways to encourage more residential and commercial construction as they go about making and administering 
the laws and rules which impact us and our customers.  Let’s hope that sort of discussion continues and results in a more 
productive attitude toward us and the work we do.

Changes Coming to Processes
Sometimes it’s the small things that can make a difference.  Our E O, Jack Milarch, has expressed much excitement 
(relatively speaking) on the passage of legislation about the rules on rules (rulemaking).  On the surface it seems like 
bureaucracy on bureaucracy--how can that be good?  Well it is.  It allows our industry to have the opportunity to engage in 
the changes coming for rule-making processes.  There has been an effort in just the last six months to rush new codes into 
being before the new law took effect.  One problem with the “old” way of adopting codes is that implementation dates are 
not standardized.  That’s a potential “gotcha” for contractors and trial lawyers must love that part.  The new law on rules sets 
the stage such that sneaky (whether intentional or not) practices can’t happen and gives the industry the ability to protest 
misuse if it does occur.  Score one for our industry.  (You may remember reading all about this in Jack’s column in the May/
June 2017 issue of the Housing Journal.)

Remembering Two of Our Own
July 2017 saw the passing of Robert Bruce Childers.  “Bruce” was a member of the San Juan Home Builders Association 
and father to NMHBA Past President Derrick Childers.  Jack Milarch and I went to Farmington for his services.  Jack told 
me that Bruce drove himself and Derrick (who was in high school at the time) all the way down from Farmington to help 
as volunteer labor on the NMHBA building construction project that became the NMHBA office.  Bruce always looked for 
opportunities to help to the construction industry.  Bruce had adopted and helped start a church on the reservation in Arizona.  
Because of their deep respect and appreciation of his help, their choir came from Arizona and sang at his service.  His 
nephew and employee gave a stirring account of Bruce and I felt his loss in his community even though I had never met the 
man.  The pastor at the church was also a friend to Bruce.  He so neatly wove a great sermon into his personal accounts of 
Bruce that I came out of the service invigorated.  Derrick, I am sorry for your families’ loss.  Know that your father’s life was 
valued and properly honored by the community where he lived and served.

Steve Hale

continued on page 5
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Encouraging Investment into our 
Communities 
Codes	and	Code	Compliance	Efforts	Can	Hinder	or	
Help	Our	Economy

For a long time I have believed that our building codes and code compliance efforts at the 
state level could be much more beneficial to the economic well-being of our communities 
than they are.  Poorly coordinated building codes, clunky interactions between state and local 
code compliance efforts, conflicting interpretations between fire officials and code officials, 

and the usual governmental agency turf battles have all contributed to hobbling New Mexico’s efforts for a long time.  
It’s time to critically examine anything related to construction laws and regulations which discourages new investments 
into our communities. This problem seems especially damaging in the more rural communities around the state where the 
economy is whipsawed by fluctuating activity from things like energy extraction and big federal spending.  

I’m happy to report a bit of good new on this topic. Construction Industries Commission Chairman Randy Baker agreed 
with Rick Davis, “homebuilders” representative on the Commission, to host a discussion of this topic at the most recent 
Commission meeting.  It was a lively discussion. We participated, along with T or C area Representative Rebecca Dow, 
Ryan Hedin from Albuquerque area Representative Nate Gentry’s office, and others.  There were a number of suggestions 
to the Commission on how they could do better.

In related news Representative Rebecca Dow has reserved time on the agenda of the Legislative Interim Economic and 
Rural Development Committee for a similar discussion. That meeting will occur in T or C on Thursday, September 14th.  
Many legislators are on that committee and this will be an excellent time for any of us who have suggestions on how we 
can do better to address the committee.  This is a group of people who can make positive changes if they are convinced 
and motivated. Please check the Legislature’s Web Site (or call Melanie Lawton in our office) to see if your local 
legislator is on that committee, and if so, spend some time with him or her prior to the meeting with your ideas on these 
topics.  We don’t get this opportunity often so let’s make the most of it!

We never know where these things are headed, but my hope is that the declined state of New Mexico’s economy is 
the catalyst for getting folks engaged in serious discussion about how our rules and laws can be re-tuned to encourage 
maximum investment into our local economies.  
 

Surprise Birthday Party for Betty Shaum

Betty Shaum, NMHBA’s Associate Vice President from 2001-2008, and NAHB’s Associate of the Year in 2003, was 
honored by members of NMHBA, HBA of CNM, and former banking coworkers at a surprise 85th Birthday Party in 
Albuquerque on July 21st.

It was a happy gathering where the “chatter level” was high, and everyone was pleased to catch up with Betty and see she 
is still in great health.

Jack C. Milarch, Jr.

continued on page 5
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EVP and CEO continued from page 4

Presidents Message continued from page 3

Also, May 2017 marked the end of trail for Fred Hill at age 92.  
Fred was a member of the Home Builders Association of Central 
New Mexico, a Past President of that group and uncle of longtime 
NMHBA Government Affairs Chair Brad Hill.  Jack tells me that 
when he was hired by NMHBA in the mid-1970s that Fred and his 
wife, Betty, were prominent “movers and shakers” at HBACNM.  
Fred was also an active participant at NMHBA, where he was 
one of the early Board Members from HBACNM.  Fred had a 
strong artistic gift and attended the Art Institute of Chicago before 
choosing a career as a home builder.  He drew the artwork for the 
women’s auxiliary cookbook in 1972.  According to Brad, Fred 
and his brothers (also builders) would meet the trains coming to 
Albuquerque in the 1950s to hand out information on the homes 
they were building to tourists who might be interested in moving 
to the area.  Fred enjoyed a long career building custom homes 
throughout Albuquerque and Edgewood.

Betty served on the NMHBA Board from 1999 
through 2016, and held various positions such as 
Finance Committee Chair and Area VP before 
joining the ranks of leadership as NMHBA 
Associate Vice President in 2001.

Some of those helping Betty celebrate included: 
(Back Row) NMHBA Past President Peter 
Merrill, NMHBA Past President Skip Mead, 
NMHBA EVP & CEO Jack Milarch, NMHBA 
Secretary-Treasurer Lora Vassar, NMHBA 
Past President Mike Richards,  (Center) Betty 
Shaum; (Front Row) NMHBA President Steve 
Hale, and NMHBA Associate Vice President 
Diana Lucero.
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Adobe Building and the Energy Code

Getting Back to the Reason Adobe Buildings  
Work for New Mexico

Native Americans discovered centuries ago 
that adobe buildings work really well to 
keep folks cool in the desert southwest.  
One of the basic concepts is that once 
you get the inside of the structure to the 
temperature you like (warm in winter; 
cool in summer) the mass of the walls 

will help to keep the appropriate temperature in and the 
undesirable outside temperatures out.  This concept seems to 
have gotten lost in the “modernization” of the energy codes 
produced by the national code-adoption panels.  And now, the 
Earthbuilders Guild has asked New Mexico Home Builders 
Association to help them get the New Mexico version of the 
energy code amended so it will once again make sense for 
adobe builders.

Modern Table Issues
In the International Energy Code published by the International Code Council (ICC) there is a table of Insulation and 
Fenestration Requirements by Component.  This table includes a column for Mass Wall R-Values that is supposed to 
apply to walls made of concrete block, concrete, insulated concrete form, masonry brick, and earth (adobe, compressed 
earth block, rammed earth), and solid timber/log walls.  Except the table is confusing for the earthen building materials, 
where insulation works best on the outside of the structure, where it will keep the heat out in summer, and the cold out in 
winter.  This confusion has led to various code jurisdictions requiring odd combinations of inside and outside insulation as 
their plan check staff try to apply insulation requirements to a product they may not understand.

Everything Old is New Again
Back in the 1970s there were studies conducted by Sandia National Labs and the New Mexico Energy Institute, 
commonly known as the Tesuque Studies, which resulted in the first Energy Conservation Code, published by the New 
Mexico Energy Institute and University of New Mexico in 1977.  It was full of lots of technical information (mostly 
scientific) and while extremely useful to those who were heavily involved in adobe  and passive solar building, was 
not well understood by many in the building code community.  The 26 pages of sample wall illustrations and table of 
Effective U-Values contained in the 1977 manual were decades ahead of the rest of the country.  These tables were 
interpreted and simplified by the NM Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD) in 1981, and then in 
1993, and 1997.

Much of the climate-zone data specific to New Mexico was utilized and updated by EMNRD to fine-tune the listing 
of communities in the ICC Energy Code adopted by the state in 2009, but all of the Effective U-Value tables had been 
discarded in 2003 because it seemed the Mass Wall numbers in the ICC code were sufficient.  Building officials around 
the state have changed since 2003, and it appears many current regulators don’t understand the ICC table and its 
application to earthen buildings.  As a result, the Earthbuilders Guild wants to have the NM Energy Code (based upon the 
ICC Energy Code) amended to add back just the six Effective U-Value tables that apply to adobe wall construction.

While this may sound simple, it isn’t.  The ICC code has eight climate zones, and the tables from the Energy Institute 
has 11, and the scientists from the 70s didn’t list the criteria they used to develop these climate zones in their published 
manual.  The ICC then, as now, just used county lines, which is why EMNRD expanded and fine-tuned the listing of 
communities for the state’s adoption.  The decision by a subcommittee from the Earthbuilders Guild and NMHBA staff, 
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Want a Great 
Marketing Tool?

3rd party verification of Green Build 
practices will give homes:

• More Comfort
• Better Indoor Air Quality
• Lower Energy Bills

Tax credits also available for homes 
certified at the Silver Level and above.

GREEN 
FOR GREEN

Build Green New Mexico
Certifying the Green & Sustainable 
homes from Builders & Remodelers 
across the State of New Mexico

Contact us Today:
Steve Hale:

Program Director
(505) 688 – 5335

bgnm@comcast.net
www.BGNM.com

January 2017

Builder - Panorama Homes

Las Cruces HBA Sells their 
2017 Anniversary House

Mike Fraembs of Arista Development, announced the Las 
Cruces Home Builders Association successfully sold their 
2017 Anniversary House with an estimated $74,000 profit.  
The LCHBA will be awarding the proceeds to various 
charities in the community on August 10th.

This is the third year for the Anniversary House program, 
and Fraembs, who is the 2017 Chair, expressed his thanks 
to all of the subcontractors and vendors for donating their 
time and/or labor to the project.  Fraembs commented, 
“Although this project was a lot of work, and challenging 
at times, it was very worth it.  Thank you to the 
Anniversary House Committee, LCHBA staff, and to the 
team at Arista Development.”

was that the 11 climate zones for adobe need to be refined 
to match the EMNRD climate zone listing. Retired 
scientists who were a part of the original Tesuque Studies 
were consulted, and they agree NMHBA’s proposed 
amendments for converting the old climate zones to 
EMNRD’s updated listing of communities is the best 
solution.

Once NMHBA staff have completed conversion of the 
climate zone data for the Effective U-Values tables, the 
tables will be part of the whole package of amendments 
to the NM Energy Conservation Code that NMHBA plans 
on presenting to Construction and Industry Division’s 
General Construction Bureau Technical Advisory 
Committee.  It may take another year to get this all 
through the process, but in the end, New Mexico will 
have an energy code that is easier to apply to earthen 
construction in our varied climate.
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Best in Show at IBS

AquaBoy Pro II Converts "Air" To  
Purified Drinking Water

The Best in Show award from the 2017 National Association 
of Home Builders (NAHB) International Builders’ Show in 
Orlando was presented to AquaBoy Pro II by Aquarius Brands.  
This upscale water dispenser doesn’t just dispense hot or cold 
water – it makes it from air!

During IBS winners were announced for the Best of IBS 
Awards, which reviews products in nine categories.  After 
receiving more than 400 entries, a panel of independent judges 
decided on the category winners and an overall Best in Show 
award.

“We’ve seen a wide range of innovative new products this 
year at IBS, but these award winners really do stand out,” 
said Ann Garvey, NAHB’s 2016 Conventions and Meetings 
Committee Chair and principal of A&J Construction & 
Consulting in Charlotte, MI.

The AquaBoy Pro II also won the Best Kitchen Product 
Award, and works by drawing in air through a HEPA air 
filter, then generating water from water vapor and filtering 
it.  The seven-stage filtering process can produce between 
two to five gallons of purified water a day without chlorine, 
fluoride or lead.  The water also goes through a sediment 
filter that eliminates particles more than five microns in 
diameter, a pre-carbon filter with activated carbon and 
coconut shell that “polishes” the water, a fine membrane 
filter that further eliminates particles as small as .01 microns 
in diameter, all followed by final filter.

After the water is thoroughly purified, it is treated by a UV lamp in a stainless steel tank to kill any possible remaining 
bacteria or microorganisms.  The resulting water then flows into two tank reservoirs, one for water heated to 180 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and one for water chilled to 44 degrees Fahrenheit.

Installation is as simple as plugging it into any 110-120-volt receptacle and following the included instructions.  In 
climates with droughts or areas with poor water quality, the AquaBoy Pro II can be a useful solution that eliminates the 
need for bottled water.

AquaBoy Pro II comes in white, stainless steel, dark grey or black, and is available from retailers as varied as WalMart, 
Home Depot, Target.com and Amazon.com for just under $1,600.  Replacement filter kits (needed on an annual basis) 
run around $200, including shipping.
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HOLISTIC ENERGY RATING SPECIALISTS 
WANTS YOU TO KNOW:
RESNET HERS RATERS & THE AppRAiSAl iNSTiTuTE

Have entered into an agreement to Produce 

THE GREEN & ENERGY EffICIENT AddENdUm 
as a home energy rating report for more accurate appraisal values.

“GET YOUR GREEN fOR YOUR GREEN!”

WWW.HOLISTICRATING.COm    Locally Owned & Operated Since 2007 • Member of the “Buy Local” Coalition.

New for aPPraisers resideNtial greeN ValUatioN tools
oUr emPloyees are Home eNergy raters 

accredited by resNet & eNergy star
New tools for Hers rater to aUto-PoPUlate greeN addeNdUm

stUdies sHow greeN eNergy efficieNt Homes caN add UP to 
6% iN accUrate aPPraisal ValUatioNs

CALL TOdAY (505) 235.0217

Transform Your Kitchen With 
Genuine Granite Countertops

... In ONLY ONE WEEK!

Natural Stone, Granite, Wood and Quartz Surfaces
from Albuquerque’s Premier Fabricator.

One Week Turn Around  |  Lifetime Warranty  |  Locally Owned Since 1963

Ask about our Builder’s Collection  
Starting at $39 / sq ft !

4741 Pan American Frwy NE, Albuquerque
505.345.8518 |  www.RMStone.com  |   

Calacatta Gold Marble
By Rocky Mountain Stone
Photo by Robert Reck

Calacatta Gold Marble
By Rocky Mountain Stone
Photo by Robert Reck
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EPA Formally Withdraws National Post-
Construction Rule for Stormwater 

The Environmental Protection Agency announced in late July that long-awaited federal regulations to require all 
developers to install stormwater management devices have been jettisoned.

In response to NAHB comments, EPA tabled the rule in 2014 that would have required “post-construction” controls 
for stormwater discharges.  That rule would have required all builders to retain a certain volume of stormwater onsite, 
regardless of underlying soils or rainfall patterns.

Some of the technologies EPA was thinking about mandating would be almost impossible in many urban areas, making 
smart-growth and redevelopment projects less likely to succeed.

Since then, the shelved rule has sat on the agency’s “long-term action” list – not a priority, but still able to be revisited at a 
future date.

On July 20, 2017, EPA, along with all other federal agencies, published an updated rulemaking agenda for 2017.  This 
time, the agency announced that EPA’s would-be national post-construction rule has been officially withdrawn.

Since EPA first announced its plans in December 2009, NAHB staff and members have submitted comments and letters, 
testified at hearings, served on small-business panels and met with appointed and elected officials to explain why EPA’s 
proposal was an incursion into land-use regulations and plain wouldn’t work.

Today’s announcement doesn’t mean builders are out of the woods yet.  As technologies such as green infrastructure 
continue to advance and more is known about the causes 
of urban water pollution, a growing number of states are 
using existing Clean Water Act authority to require stricter 
stormwater quantity or quality limits.

EPA included in its announcement a commitment to 
pursuing education and technical assistance for new 
stormwater technologies:  Good news for communities 
that increasingly need innovative, flexible options for 
managing stormwater.

“If post-construction regulations are not designed and 
implemented in a thoughtful way, new standards can 
decrease the number of available pollutant-reduction 
options, increase costs, delay projects, result in poorly 
designed or maintained features, or simply occupy 
valuable space that could be used for housing or other 
community amenities,” said NAHB environmental 
program manager Eva Birk.

“Alternatively, post-construction approaches such as 
green infrastructure, if implemented well, can seamlessly 
integrate into existing requirements, build value and 
achieve multiple community and environmental benefits. 
In many cases it will be up to the development community 
to speak up on a case-by-case basis to ensure that these 
new programs are cost effective,” she said.

HUB International is a leading insurance and surety broker for 
the construction industry. We are known for our market-
specific expertise, comprehensive programs, exceptional 
service and cost-effective pricing. HUB International has 
extensive resources, regional specialists, risk management 
professionals and personal insurance advisors who are expert 
in addressing the needs of businesses and business owners. 

At your service across New Mexico.

ALBUQUERQUE

Daren Lewis    505-828-4162

CARLSBAD

David Long    575-361-0204

LAS CRUCES

Fred Trafton    575-524-8686

LAS VEGAS

PJ Wolff    505-690-7707

SANTA FE

Emily Mascarenas    505-660-1439

Does your insurance program have 
structural problems?

Put the proper framework in place 
with HUB.
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FREE!
Estimates

Spray Foam • Fiberglass • Air Seal • Fire Safing

Residential • Commercial

505.345.1705
www.garrityinsulation.com

Featured Book

Finding Hidden Profits: A Guide for Custom 
Builders, Remodelers, and Architects
If you are a great craftsman and project manager but not good at numbers or paperwork, then you need to learn how.  
Finding Hidden Profits: A Guide for Custom Builders, Remodelers, and Architects by Dennis Dixon shows you step-by-
step how to position your business to make more money through these five key elements:

• Allowances   •  Detailed specifications
• Change orders   •  Comprehensive contracts
• Draw schedule

With more than 30 years of experience working on 300+ projects, from high-end custom 
homes to remodeling, smoke and fire damage, and annual property maintenance, Dennis 
Dixon knows how important it is to provide quality work on time and on budget. From 
choosing the right clients to setting expectations through clear communications and 
a comprehensive contract, Finding Hidden Profits provides practical advice, simple 
formulas, and useful tips you can use to start finding the profits hidden in your business 
today!

Available at www.builderbooks.com 
NAHB Member Price: $27.95
Retail Price: $29.95
ISBN 13 9780867187540
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REGISTER NOW FOR IBS!
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The appliance dealer
contractors 

count on.

ABQ:  308 Menaul NE  .  505.889.3001  .  info@builderssource.com  .  builderssource.com

Where beautiful kitchens begin!
ALBUQUERQUE  .   SANTA FE  .   LAS CRUCES  .   EL PASO

You’ll LOVE what you see!
20+ dramatic kitchen settings to inspire, 
surprise & amaze you!

Whether you’re building or remodeling, you’ll fi nd nothing compares 
to our amazing showrooms.  All the newest name brand appliances 
for your kitchen, bar, laundry and patio are beautifully displayed, 
inviting you to touch, open and experience every feature and nuance 
fi rst hand.  Plus, your experience only gets better when you add in our 
professional delivery, installation and service.

Check us out.  Discover your choices.
You’ll never go anywhere else!

S E R V I N G  T H E  S O U T H W E S T  S I N C E  1 9 9 3

4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

New Mexico

Texas
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